
Children play in the hay from the hay ride. 
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On the morning of February 29th, Leap Day, I stepped out of my car and into the 
Bristol Woods parking lot to a familiar sound: the “Konkeree!” call of a male Red-
winged Blackbird staking out a nesting territory. Puffing his feathers up against the 
cold air, the brilliant-shouldered bird peeled off another metallic call, surveying the 
pond and parking lot from his prime location at the top of a tree. Though familiar 
to anyone who has spent time near a wetland habitat, this sound is typically not 
heard in our area until the beginning of spring. It was only 16 degrees on that sunny 
morning, but the Blackbird must have known in his bird bones that there were 
weeks of unseasonably warm days ahead. 
 
For the last eight years, Red-winged Blackbirds have first been spotted in the park 
between February 20th and March 15th. An early arrival may be telling of what is to 
come, as previous years’ February arrivals coincided with early springs. Naturalists 
and Ecologists take note of such events, recording the timing of natural phenomena 
like bird migrations, tadpole hatchings, and last blooms in a science called 
Phenology. As anyone who attended our recent Great Backyard Bird Count 
program will know, trained scientists are not the only ones monitoring ecosystem 
cycles. If you have ever remarked on a south-bound skein of Canada Geese in the 
fall, or checked milkweeds in the summer to see how big the monarch caterpillars 
were getting, you are taking part in 
Phenology. Scientists cannot be 
everywhere at once, so they rely on 
the monitoring efforts (called 
“Citizen Science”) of enthusiasts 
across the world. Records of natural 
phenomena on every continent 
contribute toward our understanding 
of everything from basic life science 
to the effects of pollution and climate 
change on honeybee development. It 
is vital to record the timing of life 
cycles, as well as track the health and 
number of species present in local 
habitats (Ecological Monitoring), 
over each year because these data 
inform decisions such as crop 
planning and land management. 
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American Bullfrogs are just one of the many amphib-

ian species residing in the ephemeral and permanent 

wetland habitats of Bristol Woods.  



Citizen Science at PNC (continued) 
While Citizen Science can take many forms, Pringle Nature 
Center is seeking assistance with several specific projects 
this year. When the weather warms in late March/early 
April, PNC will again participate in a statewide wetland 
monitoring program that involves recording the amphibi-
an and invertebrate life found in ephemeral ponds. Volun-
teers will be trained on animal identification and get to 
wear some pretty stylish waders. This is a particularly great 
opportunity for school groups learning about ecology, 
Scouts seeking conservation projects, or anyone who 
would be able to visit for a few consecutive days. 
 
As spring progresses and more bird species return to Bris-
tol Woods, we will resume checking nests in the boxes on 
our Eastern Bluebird trail. Volunteers can help by re-
cording bird species and development (training provided) 
or building and repairing boxes. Interested in the Eastern 
Bluebird project? Rick Fare of the Hoy Audubon Society 
will be giving a talk on the history of this national conser-
vation effort before leading a short hike to check our own 
Bluebird houses on June 24th, starting at 5:30 pm, as part 
of the monthly Pringle Talks series. 

 
The biggest Citizen Science opportunity of our year will be 
the Monarch Butterfly project. Volunteers are needed to 
collect eggs and larvae from the prairie, assist in rearing the 
insects as they undergo their stunning metamorphoses, and 
help tag and release the butterflies at Fall Fun Fest so that 
they can make their migration to Mexico. We are happy to 
advise volunteers on butterfly rearing if you would prefer 
to care for them at home before releasing them with us. 
 
If monitoring is not your thing, but you want to log service 
hours or just protect local ecosystems, volunteers are al-
ways needed on our monthly Invasive Species Work-
days. Simply show up between 9 am and 12 pm on the 
fourth Saturday of every month (April-October) to assist 
us with clearing invasive species, or whatever the project 
du jour is. 
 
As part of a nature preserve, the wetland, prairie, and for-
est habitats of Bristol Woods County Park are monitored both for their health, and as an educational tool. Citizen 
scientists will be crucial to the future success of these efforts. Please contact us about any of the above opportuni-
ties, or an idea of your own, and we will be happy to have you join our team! 
 

Liz Alvey 
Naturalist, Pringle Nature Center 

Four blue eggs were tucked comfortably in a tidy nest last sum-

mer as the mother Eastern Bluebird searched for food. 

An adult Monarch butterfly stopped to collect some nectar after 

being released at a previous Fall Fun Fest. 



 

Recent Events 
High temperatures and intermittent snowfalls made this 
past winter’s outdoor programs agreeable for visitors. 
Monthly Nature Hikes and Nature Story Times attracted 
kids and adults from the community to learn about win-
ter ecology and enjoy the snowy trails of Bristol Woods 
County Park. Both programs are free and open to the 
public, no pre-registration required. We also provide 
Home School Science classes once per month during 
the school year. Our home school students explored the 
woods for animal homes and identified animal tracks in 

the snow. 
In addition 
to these 
monthly 
programs, 
Pringle Na-
ture Center 
hosted a 
number of 
public pro-
grams and 
events. 
Read on to 
hear about 
Winter 
2019-20 
highlights! 
 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
 
Our winter started off with the annual Volunteer Appre-
ciation Dinner on December 6th. This event is held at 
the beginning of each December, and is open to anyone 
who has volunteered at PNC. Apart from being a great 
opportunity to recognize our dedicated volunteers, it is a 
chance to meet and socialize with other PNC volun-
teers, board members, and staff. Thank you to those 
who were able to join us, and we hope to see you next 
year! 
 
Winter Solstice Night Hike 
 
An unusually warm Winter Solstice allowed us to com-
fortably enjoy the quiet beauty of Bristol Woods with 36 
visitors on the night of December 21st. We hiked 

through starlit 
trails in the woods, 
stopping to learn 
about the meaning 
of the Winter Sol-
stice and call for 
owls. Visitors chat-
ted inside the na-
ture center over 
refreshments and 
winter crafts. To 
end the night, we 
burned a festive 
Yule log holding 
our wishes for the 
new year. 
 
Leave No Child In-
side: Snow Day! 
 
On January 25th, 
over 70 kids and parents arrived at PNC during an idyl-
lic snowfall to participate in Leave No Child Inside: 
Snow Day! Families played in the snow using free self-
guided activities, including snow painting, snowflake 
catchers, and a color scavenger hunt. Much time was 
spent building 
snowmen and sled-
ding to make the 
most of the snowy 
weekend. 
 
Great Backyard Bird 
Count: Feeder Build-
ing 
 
Several families 
joined us on Feb-
ruary 8th for an in-
troduction to the 
Great Backyard 
Bird Count, the 
annual internation-
al bird counting  
(continued on next 
page) 

A Home School Science class follows an animal 

trail back to the nature center. 

Visitors made paper snowflakes and gar-

lands for wildlife at the Winter Solstice 

Night Hike. 

Kids constructed and painted snowmen at 

Leave No Child Inside: Snow Day! 



2019 Volunteers of  the Year 
Thank you to all who were able to join us for the December 6th 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner! This is our annual opportunity 
to recognize the dedicated volunteers who make Pringle Nature 
Center’s mission of “Putting People in Touch with Nature” pos-
sible, and is open to anyone who has volunteered at PNC. 
 
At the last dinner, we recognized a number of outstanding volun-
teers, in fact, so many that we had to pick two 2019 “Volunteers 
of the Year:” Darlene Cavener and Lois Foerster. Darlene con-
veys her love of teaching and the outdoors through her service as 
a Teacher Naturalist on school field trip and Home School Sci-
ence programs. She has become an integral part of our volunteer 
base and a hit with the kids. Lois helps us keep the nature center 
open on Sundays, as well as assisting with special events. Her de-
pendability and friendliness have made her a fixture at PNC. As 
with so many of our volunteers, Darlene and Lois have each con-
tributed over a decade of service to the nature center. Please join 
us in thanking them for their hard work last year! 

Donations make PNC programming and 
exhibits possible. Whether monetary or ma-
terial, all donations make a big difference. 
Thank you for your contribution! 
 

 Children’s rain & winter coats, winter 
boots, hats, scarves, & mittens 

 Binoculars 

 Aquarium & terrarium elements: tops, 
lights, filters, heating & cooling ele-
ments 

 Turtle food 

 Construction paper 

 Copy paper 

 Thermal laminating 
       pouches 

 Postage stamps 

 Area rugs 

 Bird seed 

 Sidewalk chalk 

 Vacuum cleaner 

Darlene Cavener and Lois Foerster (not pictured) are 

the 2019 PNC Volunteers of the Year. 

Recent Events (continued) 
effort led by the Audubon Society and Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Rick Fare 
of the Hoy Audubon Society shared tips on attracting and recognizing local bird 
species before families built their own bird feeders to take home. More than 35 
million birds were counted worldwide during this year’s Great Backyard Bird 
Count. 
 
Valentine’s Candlelit Night Hike 
 
Approximately 40 people came out on the chilly night of February 14th to enjoy 
a romantic candlelit stroll or snowshoe through the trails of Bristol Woods. Par-
ticipants warmed up with hot cocoa and popcorn in the nature center. If you 
missed this night hike, be sure to sign up for our Vernal Equinox Night Hike 
on March 19th! 

Right: Candles lit a path through dark trails during the Valentine’s Candlelit Night Hike. 



Pringle Talks 2020 
 
This year, Pringle Nature Center is hosting a new series 
of monthly adult-oriented nature programs called 
“Pringle Talks,” taking place on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month. Join us for interesting talks and hands-
on demonstrations presented by local experts! Each pro-
gram will introduce a different subject, with topics rang-
ing from ecology to crafts to local history. 
  
On February 26th, Greg Nelson kicked off our series 
with an introduction to the art of hand wood carving 
and the unique spoon carving community in the Mid-
west. Greg demonstrated the process of turning a log 
into a spoon and showed off his own spoons carved 
from downed cherry trees in our own Bristol Woods.  
Our next presented will be Aimee Sosenko, Wildlife Re-
habilitator & Educator, on March 25th from 5:30-6:30 
pm. Aimee will discuss the work of Fellow Mortals 
Wildlife Hospital in Lake Geneva and educate guests on 
what to do when they find a wild animal in need of help. 
She plans to bring along an animal ambassador or two 
from the hospital for guests to meet. 
 
More upcoming programs include the following: 
April 22nd, 5:30-6:30 pm 
 Aaron Schauer, Instructor of Arboriculture & 

Urban Forestry: Tree Planting Technique 
May 27th, 5:30-6:30 pm 

 Melody Orban, Master Gardener: Growing 
‘Salad Bowl’ Gardens 

June 24th, 5:30-6:30 pm 
 Rick Fare, Hoy Audubon Society: Eastern Blue-

bird Conservation Project 
  
Please check our website as we update offerings, and 
contact us if you are interested in giving a nature-related 
talk or demonstration at the nature center. Tickets are 
$4.50 for Friends of Pringle, $6 for the general public, 
available for purchase at the door or online. Proceeds 
support environmental education programming at PNC.  
We hope to see you there! 

Are you interested in getting more involved with Pringle 
Nature Center? One of the most important ways you 
can provide support is by joining our team of dedicated 
staff and volunteers. There are several exciting new op-
portunities for involvement this year! 
 
 
Treasurer (board of directors) 
PNC is in need of a treasurer! This is a volunteer posi-
tion responsible for submitting employee payroll, pre-
paring financial reports, and paying bills, among other 
duties. Ideal candidates will be attentive to detail, able to 
meet deadlines, and interested in the mission of PNC. 
Training will be provided. Please contact Board Chair 
Barry Thomas (bthomas6@wi.rr.com) with interest. 
 

Teacher Naturalists (volunteer) 
Becoming a teacher naturalist is a rewarding experience 
for those who want to enjoy the beautiful ecosystems of 
Bristol Woods and inspire an appreciation for nature in 
the next generations. No experience is necessary! A 
training session will take place on March 31st from 12-
3:30 pm. Please contact Naturalist Liz Alvey at natural-
ist@pringlenc.org with interest. 
 
Citizen Scientists (volunteer) 
See the front page article for ex-
citing opportunities! 
 
Other volunteer positions are 
always available—contact us 
to discuss ideas! 

Join the Pringle Team! 

Greg Nelson demonstrates the process of hand carving 

a spoon at the February “Pringle Talks” program. 
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For up-to-date information and pre-registration, visit 
www.pringlenc.org/events 

RECURRING: 
 

Nature Hike 
Every 1st Saturday, 10 - 11 am 
FREE, no pre-registration required 
 

Nature Story Time 
Every 3rd Thursday, 9:30 - 10:15 am 
FREE, no pre-registration required 
 

Pringle Talks 
Every 4th Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 pm 
Friends of Pringle: $4.50 / General Public: $6 
 

Invasive Species Saturdays 
Every 4th Saturday (starting in April), 9 am-12 pm 
Volunteer opportunity, no pre-registration required 
 

OTHER:  
 

Maple Syrup Hikes @ Petrifying Springs Park 
Saturday, March 14th & March 21st, 10 & 11:45 am 
FREE, no pre-registration required 
 

Vernal Equinox Night Hike 
Thursday, March 19th, 7-8:30 pm 
FoP: $4.50 / General Public: $6, pre-registration required 
 

Teacher Naturalist Training 
Tuesday, March 31st, 12-3:30 pm 
Volunteer opportunity, lunch provided!—please RSVP 

 

Leave No Child Inside: Egg Drop, Dye, & Roll 
Saturday, April 11th, 10 am-1 pm 
Friends of Pringle: $6 / Public: $8, no pre-registration required 
 

Leave No Child Inside: Spring Break 
Tuesday-Friday, April 14th-17th, 10 am-3 pm 
FREE, no pre-registration required 
 

Beginning Geocaching 
Saturday, April 25th, 1-2:30 pm 
Friends of Pringle: $4.50 / Public: $6, pre-registration required 
 

Mother’s Day Brunch & Ephemeral Wildflower Hike 
Sunday, May 10th, 10 am, 11 am, & 12 pm 
Friends of Pringle: $12 / Public: $16, pre-registration required 
 

Leave No Child Inside: Kids to Parks Day 
Saturday, May 16th, 10 am-3 pm 
FREE, no pre-registration required 
 

Spring Scouts Day 
Saturday, May 23rd, 10 am-2 pm 
$15 per child, pre-registration required 
 

Leave No Child Inside: Batty about Bats! 
Friday, May 29th, 7:30-8:30 pm 
Friends of Pringle: $4.50 / Public: $6, pre-registration required 

2020 Summer Camps & Tots in the Park 
 

Looking for a way to get your kids out of the house and into nature this summer? Summer programs at Pringle 
Nature Center allow kids to explore the habitats of Bristol Woods County Park with hands-on activities and games. 
All programs are led by trained PNC staff. Please visit our website to register for the below programs: 

 
Member registration (Friends of Pringle) opens March 4th 
Public registration opens March 11th 
 

Tots in the Park (ages 3-5 with an accompanying adult) $5/session 

Mondays, 10-11 am, June 15th-July 20th 
Held at Pringle Nature Center this year! 
 

Summer Camps 
“Explorers” (ages 9-11) FoP: $45/Public: $60 
June 30th-July 3rd: 10 am-1 pm 
 

“Gross!” (ages 6-8) FoP: $45/Public: $60 
July 7th-10th: 10 am-1 pm 
 

“Nature Olympics” (ages 4-5) FoP: $30/Public $40 
July 13th-17th, 10 am-12 pm (plus optional “lunch bunch” until 1 pm) 


